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European Center for Disease Control (ECDC)
COVID-19 situation update for the EU/EEA and the UK

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea

14-day COVID-19 case notification rate per 100 000, weeks 41-42



Luigi Bertinato, Responsabile Segreteria Scientifica Istituto Superiore di Sanità

HIGHLIGHTS

COVID-19 IN ITALY

•	 First country detecting local transmission 
	 in the EU
•	 Response approach 
•	 Preparedness activities during the transition
	 phase
•	 Strategy and current challenges

Image: Preparedness cycle: European Center for Disease Preven-
tion and Control: https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/all-topics-zpre-
paredness/preparedness-factsheet 
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EARLY DETECTION OF LOCAL TRANSMISSION 

Indicator Based Surveillance

•	 Set up based on international case definitions 
•	 Focus on Imported Severe Acute Respiratory
	 Infections (SARI) 

Event Based Surveillance

•	 Stepped up before local circulation
	 was detected

Neither detected signals of early circulation:
	 •	 Aspecific clinical presentation
	 •	 Ongoing peak influenza season
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SURVEILLANCE
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THE FIRST WAVE OF COVID-19 IN ITALY
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IMPACT OF EARLY CONTAINMENT EFFORTS
Italy, data as of July 7th 2020
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PREPAREDNESS ACTIVITIES DURING THE TRANSITION PHASE
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HEALTH SERVICE STRENGTHENING
(Increased human resources for PH and assistance, increase in hospital beds)

Decree-Law 34/2020 converted into Law 77/2020 (“Rilancio” Decree), 
supported by specific funding: 

•	 Strengthen and reorganize territorial healthcare with the aim of ensuring 
that infected patients, their contacts and people in isolation, as well as 
frail people and people affected by chronic and invalidating illnesses are 
taken charge of in a timely way,

•	 Strengthen of local diagnostic ascertainment , COVID-19 monitoring and 
surveillance and home care 

•	 Adoption of hospital reorganization plans for structural expansions: 
	 •	 overall increase of 3,500 hospital beds in intensive care, 
	 •	 overall increase of 4,225 hospital beds in sub-intensive care (of which 
		  50%, that can be transformed into intensive care hospital beds in the 
		  event of an emergency)
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Development of guidance and trainings to strengthen IPC,
testing and contact-tracing (from the beginning)
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Weekly quantitative assessment of the risk of uncontrolled
transmission at subnational level (April 2020)
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Development of likely scenarios for the second wave and provision
of preparedness checklist to Regional Health Authorities (August 2020)
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Development of likely scenarios for the second wave and provision of 
preparedness checklist to Regional Health Authorities (August 2020)

One part of the preparedness checklist
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Development of guidance and trainings to support the management of cases and
clusters in school settings following reopening of face to face activities (August 2020)
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Development of a strategy for the escalation/de-escalation
of contol/mitigation measures (October 2020)
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CHALLENGES
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IN CONCLUSION

•	 The outbreak in Italy started abruptly in a context of widespread local circulation
•	 First country detecting local transmission in the EU (pioneers)
•	 Response approach (hammer and dance)
•	 Lock-down was effective in containing the first wave of the outbreak 
•	 Transition time was exploited to enhance preparedness
•	 Critical role of health service Resilience
•	 Challenges of increased transmission 

For further information: luigi.bertinato@iss.it 

Thank You!


